
1967
Florida Legislature provided 
funding to construct a 
mental health facility on 
approximately 43 acres of 
the University of South 
Florida campus in Tampa. 
The Institute was originally 
conceived as a regional facility 
that would complement the 
state hospitals and community 
mental health centers 
and reported to the state’s 
Department of Health and 
Rehabilitative Services (HRS). 

1974
FMHI provided inpatient 
and outpatient care, partial 
hospitalization, emergency 
care, community consultation 
and education, and clinical and 
diagnostic services.

1981
Florida legislature transferred 
FMHI to the University of 
South Florida to enhance the 
Institute’s research capacity and 
educational functions. 

1996
The Institute was named 
after Louis A. de la Parte in 
recognition of his lifelong 
commitment to improving 
the quality of life for Florida’s 
citizens and for his support for 
mental health services.

2008
Louis de la Parte Florida Mental 
Health Institute became a 
part of the new College of 
Behavioral & Community 
Sciences.

Louis de la Parte Florida Mental Health Institute

1974-2014 Highlights
 � Over the first 20 years, FMHI was instrumental in 

successfully implementing de-institutionalization of residents 
in state psychiatric hospitals in Florida. The programs 
developed at FMHI became models for other states in the 
1970’s and 80’s.

 � Over the past decade, FMHI researchers have averaged 
between $20 million and $30 million in annual, external 
funding to fulfill its legislated mission.

 � FMHI research collaborations result in successful federal 
grants with our state and local partners. From 2007-2013, our contributions resulted 
in over $78 million in federal grants awarded directly to state agencies involved in 
education, mental health, substance abuse, and criminal justice systems.

 � FMHI has had a significant impact on Florida’s civil commitment laws known 
collectively as the “Baker Act” (Florida’s involuntary commitment statue) in our state.

 � FMHI researchers are leaders in alleviating homelessness among veterans and other 
individuals, collaborating with Florida DCF to obtain a SAMHSA Center for 
Mental Health Services Projects for Assistance in Transition from Homelessness 
(PATH) grant.

 � FMHI’s Child Welfare Training Academy trains and certifies child welfare trainers.

 � FMHI researchers were at the forefront of the children’s System of Care (SOC) 
movement which has become the largest funded national initiative by SAMHSA.

 � FMHI has led the way for developing Positive Behavior Support (PBS) throughout 
Florida and the U.S., implemented in over 18,000 schools nationwide.

 � FMHI researchers have been at the forefront of evaluation of Medicaid services, 
through contracts with the Florida Agency  for Health Care Administration, 
impacting policies in Florida as our state shifts integrate mental health and physical 
health services.

 � FMHI faculty routinely are selected/appointed to serve on various national 
and state blue ribbon panels and workgroups, provide expert testimony before 
state and national legislative bodies, and serve in leadership roles in numerous 
professional organizations. They contributed to the:

 » Surgeon General’s Report on Mental Health (1999).
 » Policy statements for Mental Health America, the American Psychological 

Association, the Administration on Aging, and SAMHSA.
 » Florida Commission on Mental Health and Substance Abuse.

 � FMHI faculty have developed education programs with the rapidly expanding 
Behavioral Healthcare major for undergraduates and graduate degrees in Applied 
Behavior Analysis (ABA), and the newest, masters degree in Child and Adolescent 
Mental Health.

www.fmhi.usf.edu


