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Associate Professor Stefan Frisch Receives Fulbright Scholar Award

Stefan A. Frisch, PhD, an associate professor in the College of Behavioral 
& Community Sciences at the University of South Florida has been 
awarded a Fulbright Scholar Award at Cardiff University, Cardiff, Wales, 
United Kingdom.

This four-month research award will allow Frisch to collaborate with 
faculty of the School of Psychology at Cardiff University to study the 
similarity between complex words.  The mental dictionary of words is 
believed to be organized as a multi-dimensional similarity space, but this 
has only been tested for simple words.  Frisch�s expertise in the structure of 
word forms will be combined with Dr. Todd Bailey and Dr. Ulrike Hahn�s 
expertise in the psychology of similarity to conduct computer simulations and behavioral experiments 
on complex word similarity.  This research can be applied where there is a critical need to avoid 
confusion, such as in the naming of prescription drugs, or in special communication situations such as 
battle�eld communication or air traf�c control.
 
�This will be a wonderful research opportunity to establish a new international collaboration,� states 
Frisch.  �Since the Fulbright program is also meant to encourage cultural exchange, I am looking 
forward to the opportunity to observe the university system in the United Kingdom, as well as to 
travel.�  In addition to experiencing the Welsh countryside, Frisch plans to travel to Edinburgh and to 
London.
 
Sponsored by the United States government, The Fulbright Program is the �agship international 
exchange program designed to increase mutual understanding between the people of the United States 
and the people of other countries.  It provides participants � selected for their academic merit and 
leadership potential - the opportunity to study, teach, and conduct research, exchange ideas and 
contribute to �nding solutions to shared international concerns.

Since its inaugural in the late 1940s, the Fulbright Program has been an integral part of U.S. foreign 
relations. In doing so, the program creates a framework to provide a better understanding of U.S. views 
and values, promotes more effective bi-national cooperation, and nurtures open-minded, thoughtful 
leaders, both in the U.S. and abroad, who can work together to address common concerns.

Frisch is an Associate Professor in Communication Sciences and Disorders at the University of South 
Florida in Tampa, Florida.  Stefan received his PhD in Linguistics from Northwestern University in 
1996.  His research focuses on the mental representation of language, in particular in the storage and 
processing of language sound structure in the brain.  As an undergraduate, Stefan was a National Merit 
Scholar and studied Mathematics.  The switch in his interests from Mathematics to Linguistics 
occurred during graduate school where he became interested in applying mathematical and statistical 
modeling to language.  As a Fulbright-Cardiff University Postgraduate Scholar, Stefan will conduct 
research in the Psychology department in collaboration with Dr. Todd Bailey and Professor Ulrike 
Hahn on the mental organization of complex words.
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