
Key Points from Mental Health Subcommittee Report: 
Transforming Florida’s Mental Health System - Constructing A Comprehensive And Competent 
Criminal Justice/Mental Health/Substance Abuse Treatment System: Strategies For Planning, 
Leadership, Financing, And Service Development 
 

 This plan represents an unprecedented effort by all three branches of government to 
comprehensively address our broken and fragmented mental health treatment system. 

 
 Florida is facing a mental health crisis. Last year alone, more than half of all adults and a third of 

all children with severe emotional disturbances in need of treatment in our public mental health 
treatment system had no access to care.  

 
 The state has a history of spending its limited resources for mental health treatment on costly 

back end services and has not developed a competent community mental health system to meet 
the needs of people with severe and disabling mental illness.  As a result, thousands of people 
who need more intensive treatment end up cycling through the criminal justice system.   

 
 In fact, individuals ordered into forensic commitment are now the fastest growing segment of the 

publicly funded mental health marketplace in Florida.   
 
 The projections for the future of our mental health system are disturbing and will adversely 

affect the state's budget if the system is not reformed.  Consider this:  We currently spend 
roughly a quarter of a billion dollars every year to treat approximately 1700 individuals under 
forensic treatment so they are competent to stand trial.  If the system doesn't change, forensic 
expenditures could double by the year 2015.   

 
 Based on recent trends, Florida can expect the number of prison inmates with mental illnesses to 

nearly double in the next 9 years to over 32,000 individuals, with an average annual increase of 
roughly 1700 people annually.  A population this size would be enough to fill more than 20 of 
the states' largest existing correctional institutions, with the equivalent of one new prison the size 
of the states' third largest institution added every year.   

 
 This plan will reverse that trend and redirect resources to expand community based treatment so 

that more people can get the help they need and fewer will end up in the criminal justice system. 
 

 The plan is economically feasible and will 
         -- save general revenue 
   -- improve public safety  
                   -- provide people with the opportunity for recovery and hope  

 
 The new finance mechanism with Medicaid will also require communities and providers to be 

certified before they can receive funding to ensure quality care is being provided. 
 
 By taking a more comprehensive approach to treatment, we can stop the cycle of despair and 

offer real hope for recovery and at the same time improve public safety.   


